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Course Description

Prerequisite:   A score of 230-249 on the American English Oral Communicative Proficiency Test (AEOCPT) or a grade of B or higher in ESL 117G.

This course is designed to provide English language instructional support for advanced non-native speakers of English who need to improve their communicative effectiveness in order to become teaching assistants. Through various language related activities, students will increase the intelligibility of their speech by improving their pronunciation of American English. To do this, they will develop an acute awareness of their own strengths and weaknesses as communicators in real and simulated instructional contexts. They will also develop effective oral communication strategies necessary for interaction with individual students, small groups, and large classes. Students will learn about American cultural traits and underlying assumptions as they pertain to communication in the university-level classroom. By the end of this course, students will have improved their overall communicative effectiveness to carry out their future teaching assistants responsibilities successfully.

Course Learning Objectives

In this course you will learn to:

· Raise your explicit awareness of and improve the accurate production of your own systematic patterns of grammatical and pronunciation errors in English.

· Use prosodic features of the language strategically to organize information and present such information to others.

· Use an effective repertoire of interactive strategies in order to manage the social relationships and achieve key speech functions (e.g., introducing, explaining, giving directions, etc.) within various classroom situations (e.g., class lecture, office hours, group discussions, and lab hours).

· Analyze specific texts and genres for key features of classroom-based discourse.

· Reflect critically on your interactions during events that provide support for teaching assistants on campus.

Required Course Materials

There are no required texts for this course.  Course materials will be available through the course ANGEL site.  However, you will be responsible for printing out materials to bring to class when required.  A microphone will be necessary for the completion of some assignments.
Course Requirements

(1)  Attendance and Participation (10%)

Attendance and participation are required for success in this course.  If possible, please let me know ahead of time if you must miss class for any reason.  You will be allowed three excused absences.  Unexcused absences will count against your grade for attendance.  If you are consistently late to class, this will also count against your grade.  Participation includes taking part in class discussions and completing reading assignments prior to class.
(2) Homework Assignments (10%)

Throughout the semester, you will be expected to complete various homework assignments.  You should go to the Learning Center (7 Sparks) to complete at least 3 hours of pronunciation work outside of class time.  Before each Micro-teaching Task, you will be required to submit an outline and a practice audio recording of your work.  
(3) Rate My Professor Project (5%)

This is a group project in which students will examine how ITAs and professors are discussed through the popular website http://ratemyprofessors.com/  Students will look at what qualities of teachers are important to American undergraduates.  Students will present their findings to the class.
(4) 5 Audio or Video Journal Entries (25%)

Using www.multiply.com, you will each create five journal entries that show critical reflection on relevant aspects of language use as they relate to teaching.  You will also be required to respond to each other’s critical reflections by providing comments on classmates’ journal entries.  The journal entries should be audio or video recorded (student’s choice) using the technology available on the Multiply website.  The following will be the specific journal topics:

Journal 1: You will obtain a syllabus from your department, preferably of a class you might teach in the future.  Review the contents of the syllabus, and respond critically to suggested questions.
Journal 2: You will attend a PSU campus event that particularly addresses some aspect of teaching and learning in a university setting.  See http://www.schreyerinstitute.psu.edu/ for the Schreyer Institute events.  Please check with me before attending events in order to ensure that the event is appropriate for the journal/blog assignment. You will then write a critical response to the suggested questions.
Journal 3:  Attend one class in your field of study (preferably one you might teach in the future).  Focus on student behavior and language in the classroom.  Write a critical response to the suggested questions.
Journal 4:  Attend another class in your field of study (can be the same as or different from the course observed for Blog 3).  Focus on interactional strategies that the teacher uses in order to help the class learn subject-matter material.   Write a critical response to the suggested questions.
Journal 5: Obtain a copy of at least two pages of a text that might be used in an undergraduate class in your field of study.  I will need to approve the text before you use it.  After reviewing the text carefully, write a critical response to the suggested questions.
(5) 4 Micro-teaching Tasks (40%)

You will complete four micro-teaching task presentations each of which will be video recorded.  One of these recordings will be done in class, while the other three will be recorded by you outside of class.  When conducting these task presentations, you should use formal features that are discussed in class and are addressed in each textbook unit.   One week before each presentation is due, you must submit an outline of your presentation and a practice audio recording (part of your Homework grade).
Micro-teaching Task A:  Monologic Presentation (7-10 minutes) 


You will explain a term or concept in your field to your groupmates, as you might explain it to a class of novice learners.  

Micro-teaching Task B:  Lab Role Play (7-10 minutes) 


You will explain a process (such as a lab procedure) to your groupmates.  If possible, your classmates should be able to participate in the lab procedure. 

Micro-teaching Task C:  Dialogic Presentation (7-10 minutes) 


You will explain a concept or process to the class.  You must involve the class by asking questions of them or having them otherwise participate in your presentation.  Your presentation will be recorded and you will receive feedback both from your peers and the teacher.

Micro-teaching Task D:  Office Hour Role Play (7-10 minutes) 


You will work with a classmate to complete this role play.  A student will come to office hours with a question/problem/concern, and the teacher must respond to and help the student.  Each person will play the role of the teacher during office hours, while the other person acts as the student.  Only the teacher’s role will be graded, but the person playing the student will receive credit for participating.

(6) E-Portfolio (10%)

Your E-Portfolio should consist of a collection of the assignments you have completed over the course of the semester.  These assignments will be collected in one folder on ANGEL.  Additionally, at the end of the semester, you will create a video recording of yourself reflecting on what you have learned in the course, how your oral communication skills have developed, and some strategies you might use in your future as an ITA.
Assessment Rubric

See the AEOCPT/IPT Assessment Rubric handout
Final Grade Analysis


Attendance and Participation………………………………….……………….10%


Homework Assignments.......................................................…...10%


RMP Project………………………………………………………………………….……5%


5 Audio Journals……………………………………………………………………....25%


4 Micro-teaching Tasks……………………………………………………………..40%

E-Portfolio……………………………………………………………………………..….10%








           Total = 100%

Final Grade Scores:  A = 95-100
A- = 90-94.9
B+ = 87.9-89.9
B = 83.33-87.8
B- = 80-83.32
C+ = 75-79.9
C = 70-74.9
D = 60-69.9
F = 59.9 and below

Remember that in order to pass the class and eventually be eligible to take the Interactive Performance Test (IPT) at the end of ESL 118G, you must receive a minimum of a B as a final grade in this course.

Table 1:  ITA Placement and Recommendations based on AEOCPT Scores

	
	Description
	Criterion
	Recommendation
	Qualification for Next Category

	Level  IV
	No Restrictions (NR)
	>250 AEOCPT
	Able to assume full teaching responsibilities
	X

	Level  III
	With Restrictions (WR)
	230-250 AEOCPT
	Able to assume no teaching responsibilities
	Passing grade of B or higher in ESL 118G and score >250 IPT

	Level  II
	With Restrictions (TC)
	200-229 AEOCPT
	Able to assume no teaching responsibilities
	Passing grade of B or higher in ESL 117G

	Level  I
	With Restrictions (SL)
	<200 AEOCPT
	Able to assume no teaching responsibilities
	Passing grade of B or higher in ESL 115G


Course Policies

Food and Beverages

Penn State policy is that no food or beverages can be carried into the classroom, except water.  If you have a medical condition that requires you to eat or drink during class time, then you should bring this to the teacher’s attention within the first two weeks of class.

Late Assignments

Assignments are due in class on the specified due date.  Audio Journals are due at Midnight (technically, 11:59) on the specified due date.  Unless an extension has previously been granted, assignments turned in after the due date will be penalized. If you miss a homework assignment as a result of a legitimate absence, I will provide you with a reasonable opportunity to make up missed work.
Enrollment and Withdrawal

You are responsible for making all decisions regarding your enrollment status in and any Financial Holds for Penn State courses.  Should you decide to withdraw from this course, you must either (1) drop via eLion or (2) complete an official “add/drop” form and submit it to your advisor by University deadlines.  If you are failing the course and do not officially withdraw, you will receive a final grade of F.

Americans with Disabilities Act

With the passage of federal legislation entitled the “Americans With Disabilities Act” (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 Public Law 93112, there is renewed focus on affording students with disabilities the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.  In this spirit, Penn State “encourages qualified people with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities and is committed to the policy that all people shall have equal access to programs, facilties, and qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal authorities” (Policy, College of Liberal Arts, PSU).

Therefore, all members of the Penn State faculty are required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Student responsibility rests with informing me at the beginning of the semester and in providing me with authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  For information, contact Penn State’s Office of Student Disabilities Services (ODS).  Any “unofficial” or “informal” requests for accommodations (i.e., those not recorded by ODS) cannot be honored.

If you have a disability that might influence your performance in this course, you must inform me in writing (e-mail is fine) no later than week 3 of the term, and you must officially register at ODS.  By week 5 of the term, you would need to present a current accommodation verification letter from ODS to me before accommodations can be made.  For additional information, contact the ODS at http://www.equity.psu.edu/ods/ .  Questions about disability access can be referred to Jennifer Morris at jxm2@psu.edu or (814) 863-5538.

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity

While plagiarism can be a difficult concept to define, if you present someone’s words, thoughts or data as your own, you are engaging in plagiarism.  Therefore, quoting, paraphrasing, and citing the words and ideas of others accurately using page numbers and in-text citation (e.g., “John Smith state that…”) when needed is extremely important.  Such strategies help to nurture in you not only a scholarly respect for the words and ideas of others, but also an appreciation for how fellow scholars necessarily shape, and are shaped by, the healthy exchange of ideas in an academic community.

As per University policy, you should know that students caught plagiarizing can face negative disciplinary consequences.  Here is what Penn State has to say about cases of plagiarism:


Penn State defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest, and responsible manner.  All students should act with personal integrity, respect other students’ dignity, rights, and property, and help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20).  

Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course.  Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of other students.  Students who are found to be dishonest will receive academic sanctions and will be reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs office for possible further disciplinary sanction.  (http://www.la.psu.edu/CLA-Deans_Area/Preparingyoursyllabus.shtml)

Questions about academic integrity can be referred to Ashley Tarbet at aet143@psu.edu or (814) 865-1070.  

Considering the serious nature of plagiarism, if you are uncertain about whether you are plagiarizing or not in your written work, it is extremely important that you consult with me as your instructor for this course.  I would much rather see you come to me with plagiarized material first than have you officially submit such work without a sincere attempt to develop as a student.  Still, if you plagiarize repeatedly, particularly after consulting with me, it is my responsibility to follow strict University policy, as I feel you would not be acquiring the necessary skills to complete this course.  I deal with other forms of academic dishonesty, such as cheating, in the same manner.  See the following websites:


What is Plagiarism?: http://tlt.its.psu.edu/plagiarism/tutorial/definition

Common Excuses:  http://tlt.its.psu.edu/plagiarism/tutorial/excuses

Online Tutorial:  http://tlt.its.psu.edu/plagiarism/tutorial/intro
COURSE CALENDAR (tentative)
	Week
	Day
	Date
	Topics
	Reading Due (before class)
	Assignments Due

	UNIT ONE:  INTRODUCTIONS

	1
	M
	8/23
	Introductions, syllabus, questionnaire
	
	

	
	W
	8/25
	Intro to RMP project, open-ended questions
	
	

	
	F
	8/27
	Discussion of Collegian articles, The University System
	Readings from the Collegian, The University System
	

	UNIT TWO:  GENRE AND MONOLOGIC TEACHING

	2
	M
	8/30
	SWP Ch.3 Road Map, Video A
	SWP Ch.3 Road Map
	

	
	W
	9/1
	 Introductions, Video B
	
	

	
	F
	9/3
	RMP Project Presentations
	
	RMP Project

	3
	M
	9/6
	LABOR DAY - NO CLASS
	
	

	
	W
	9/8
	SWP Ch. 4 A Clear Explanation; Video C, RMP Projects
	SWP Ch. 4 Explanation
	Audio Journal #1

	
	F
	9/10
	Language used with video aids; Video E, 
	SWP Explaining a Visual 
	

	4
	M
	9/13
	Intro to Genre
	
	

	
	W
	9/15
	Monologic Concepts, MICASE, fluency circle for defining a term
	SWP Defining a Term
	

	
	F
	9/17
	Monologic Concepts, MICASE
	SWP Presenting General Interest
	Task A outline and audio practice 

	5
	M
	9/20
	More Genre
	
	

	
	W
	9/22
	Class Discussion of Genre Transcript
	
	

	
	F
	9/24
	An Understandable Delivery; Video F
	
	Micro-teaching Task A

	UNIT THREE:  LABS AND DIALOGIC TEACHING

	6
	M
	9/27
	Directives & Language of the Laboratory
	SWP Teaching a Process
	

	
	W
	9/29
	Targeted Pronunciation Practice
	
	Audio Journal #2

	
	F
	10/1
	More Directives & Language of Laboratory
	
	Task B outline and audio practice

	7
	M
	10/4
	Creating Rapport; Video G
	SWP Classroom Expressions
	

	
	W
	10/6
	Comparison of video clips
	
	

	
	F
	10/8
	Discussion of case studies
	
	Micro-teaching Task B

	8
	M
	10/11
	Mid-semester grades and evaluations
	
	

	
	W
	10/13
	Individual mid-semester conferences
	
	Audio Journal #3

	
	F
	10/15
	Individual mid-semester conferences
	
	

	9
	M
	10/18
	Handling Questions; Video H
	SWP Fielding Questions
	

	
	W
	10/20
	Discussion of “Questions and Answers”; MICASE analysis
	Questions and Answers
	

	UNIT FOUR:  OFFICE HOUR NEGOTIATIONS

	
	F
	10/22
	Managing conflict discussion session,
	
	

	10
	M
	10/25
	Managing conflict during office hours
	
	Task C outline and audio practice

	
	W
	10/27
	Managing conflict during office hours
	
	Audio Journal #4

	
	F
	10/29
	Targeted Pronunciation Practice
	
	

	11
	M
	11/1
	Micro-teaching Task C
	
	Micro-teaching Task C

	
	W
	11/3
	Micro-teaching Task C
	
	Micro-teaching Task C

	
	F
	11/5
	Micro-teaching Task C
	
	Micro-teaching Task C

	12
	M
	11/8
	Office Hours—Chart Activity
	
	

	
	W
	11/10
	Discussion of “Working with Students One-on-One
	Working with Students One-on One
	Audio Journal #5

	
	F
	11/12
	Practice office hours role play (Dialogue &Role Play)
	
	

	UNIT FIVE:  CONCLUSIONS

	13
	M
	11/15
	Targeted Pronunciation Practice
	
	

	
	W
	11/17
	Discussion of IPT & Assessment Rubric, Closings
	SWP Closings
	Task D outline and audio practice

	
	F
	11/19
	Closings, Video D
	
	

	14
	M
	11/22
	THANKSGIVING - NO CLASS
	
	

	
	W
	11/24
	THANKSGIVING - NO CLASS
	
	

	
	F
	11/26
	THANKSGIVING - NO CLASS
	
	

	15
	M
	11/29
	Closings, Video J, fluency circle
	
	

	
	W
	12/1
	Communicative Strategies: Checking Comprehension
	
	

	
	F
	12/3
	Targeted Pronunciation Practice
	
	Micro-teaching Task D

	16
	M
	12/6
	Analysis of Complete Video Presentation, Video I
	
	

	
	W
	12/8
	Individual Practice for IPT
	
	

	
	F
	12/10
	Individual Practice for IPT; SRTEs
	
	E-Portfolio

	EXAM WEEK
	12/13-12/17
	IPT Administration
	
	


1

